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Abstract: 

Literature has always shown profound interest and fascination for mythology. Indian literatures are 

no exception. The Vedas, Puranas and Upanishads have continued to be the fountain-head for 

innumerable literary works. The popularity and familiarity of Indian mythology has induced the 

writers of all eras to retell myths of India to suit the modern context. There is an emergence of a new 

trend of re-writing, re-creating, re-telling, remembering, re-introducing, re-imagining the myths with 

contemporary perspective in the present century. The confluence of mythology and fiction has become 

a trendsetter in Indian writing in English. The present paper shed significant light on use of myth in 

Indian writings in English. 
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Literature has always shown profound interest and fascination for mythology. Indian literatures are no 

exception. The Vedas, Puranas and Upanishads have continued to be the fountain-head for 

innumerable literary works. The popularity and familiarity of Indian mythology has induced the 

writers of all eras to retell myths of India to suit the modern context. There is an emergence of a new 

trend of re-writing, re-creating, re-telling, remembering, re-introducing, re-imagining the myths with 

contemporary perspective in the present century. This confluence of mythology and fiction has 

become a trendsetter in Indian Writing in English. The emergence of mythological novels in present 

century and its tremendous popularity require exploration. Questions like how myths have revived in 

the contemporary era and why Indian mythology has captivated writers and the readers in the present 

state of technological advancement need to be answered. The current research project theoretically 

explores the phenomenon of „proliferation of mythological novels‟ in the present era of globalization. 

   The examination on Indian literatures should not take a single and internal perspective, but 

should be connected to understanding of contemporary society, and to existing aesthetics and poetics. 

The discussion on the term „contemporary‟ is necessary. Though there are many views about the 

timeline regarding the historical and economical changes as far as India is concerned, the term 

contemporary is used in the context of 21
st
century Indian writings in English. Though many economic, 

social and cultural changes took place in 1990s, the present research takes the year 2000 as dividing 

line. As globalization exploded after new millennia, the identity is being threatened, questioned and 

erased. According to Anthony Giddens in The Consequences of Modernity 1991, “Globalization is the 

intensification of worldwide social relations which link distant localities in such a way that local 

happenings are shaped by events occurring many miles away and vice versa” (Giddens, 64). 

   Melting away of geographical boundaries, initiation of the advent of multinationals, the 

intervention caused by globalization greatly affected almost all national and cultural artifacts like 

national literature, film industry, television serials, local cafe culture. 

   Roland Barthes, in his path-breaking book Mythologies (1972), sees myths as the ideological 

forms that organize and direct social life and studies myth as a vehicle for perpetuating ideological 

schemes and exercising power. In the essay, “Myth Today”, Roland Barthes considers myth as a type 
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of speech - a second order semiological system of communication that is a special preconditioned 

form of language with a message (107). De-mystification of myth reveals many delusions and tricks 

that superficially make up national and social culture. 

   Myths have been used by the authors as a significant tool to expose some crucial debates of 

contemporary India. Through myth narratives, authors have found a new way to express and discuss 

multiple issues like casteism, poverty, men-women relationship, economic inequalities, social 

injustice, extinction of cultural rituals, the problematic ofnon-secularism, scientific horrors, politics, 

diseases, communal riots, various movements, extinction of cultural heritage, freedom movement and 

so on. They are linguistic representations of social concerns and deftly explore the prescription of 

social relations by means of Indian mythology. 

   The brief overview of myth in the novels of prominent Indian English Writers like R. 

K.Narayan, Mulk Raj Anand, Raja Rao and others is discussed which is further developed into the use 

of myth in other contemporary writers like ShashiDeshpande, ShashiTharoor,Salman Rushdie and 

others. The chapter provides the historical overview of how myths havebeen used as an important tool 

to expose above mentioned issues and challenges in IndianEnglish literature. The topic ends by setting 

the background of the research by elaboratingthe rationale; it mentions the objectives and 

methodology of the research in brief. 

   With the advent of globalization, the national boundaries have faded away and have created a 

certain kind of cultural identity crisis, in phrase of Meenakshi Mukherjee „anxiety of Indianness‟, 

amongst this class which these mythological novels address. Globalization created a void where India 

as a nation must be relocated. Meenakshi Mukherjee demystifies the idea of Indianness in her essay 

Anxiety of Indianness. According to her, the idea of Indianness of new generation may be attributed to 

global market place which demands “UpmanyuChaterjee‟s English, August be subtitled „An Indian 

Tale‟ and ShashiTharoor‟sThe Great Indian Novel be perceived as National Allegory” (Tharror, 181). 

Aijaz Ahmad complicates the notion of the literature of the third world as „National Allegory‟ in his 

dialogue with Jameson. He argues that the ideological conditions of a text‟s production are never 

singular but always several. He insists that within the unity of three-worlds that has been bestowed 

upon our globe by the irreconcilable struggle of capital and labour, there are increasingly those texts 

which cannot be easily placed within this or that world. 

   In the context of global events like liberalisation, privatisation, and globalization, 

contemporary mythological novels in English are rewritings of the old myths into the language of new 

media technology. They can be seen as what Andre Lefevere terms as„refractions‟ from Sanskrit and 

other Indian languages like Tulsi Ramayana, folk-tales or or altraditions primarily meant for new 

generation young Indian English readers. Lefevere in his essay “Mother Courage‟s Cucumbers: Text, 

System and Refraction in a Theory of Literature” defines refraction as “the adaptation of a work of 

literature to a different audience, with the intention of influencing the way in which that audience 

reads the work” (Lefevere, 235). Source text is altered, rewritten and refracted due to what Lefevere 

calls poetological, ideological and patronage related constraints that suits the receptor culture. 

(Lefevere, 235-236). 

   Thus, Myth becomes consumable commodity in the era of global late capitalism. When studied 

closely, they demystify historical and cultural reality that is modified by its ideological function. When 

read as Romances or Magical narratives, these mythological novels reveals the text‟s relation with 

history which they symbolically embody. They are the carrier of deeper anxiety and conflicts within 

the text that can be accessed in Political Unconscious. 
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