
www.literarycognizance.com                    
                                                                                                           

Literary Cognizance 
ISSN- 2395-7522 (Online) Imp. Fact.6.21 (IIJF) 

An International Refereed / Peer Reviewed 
 e - Journal of English Language, Literature & Criticism 

Vol.- IV, Issue- 3, December 2023 

  
 

Lite. Cog.:AREELLC, Volume IV, Issue 3 136 Dec. 2023 

 

23 

AN EXPLORATION OF THE POSTCOLONIAL REALISATION OF ‘SELF’ IN 

AFRICAN POETRY: A STUDY 

 

Dr. Nilesh Uttamrao Hume 

SNDT College of Arts & SCB 

College of Commerce & Science for Women 

Mumbai, MS, India 
===============***=============== 

 

Abstract: 

This paper delves into various themes portrayed in postcolonial African poetry, focusing on 

the experience of colonial dominance felt by Black African communities. It explores 

postcolonial theory's impact on Africa, shedding light on the struggles and anguish endured 

by the black populace within their homeland and beyond. Postcolonial literature, affected by 

the colonial process, often serves as a political platform for writers who advocate for social 

change. Through an analysis of poems by African postcolonial writers such as David Diop‟s 

„Africa,‟ Wole Soyinka‟s „Telephone Conversation,‟ and John Pepper Clark‟s „The 

Casualties,‟ this paper aims to illustrate how African postcolonial poetry reclaims lost 

cultural spaces and identity. 
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Postcolonialism, an intricate facet of literary discourse, resonates within the intricate tapestry 

of African poetry, embodying the struggle for identity, autonomy, and cultural resurgence. 

Unlike a linear progression, this critical lens challenges Western historicism by placing 

significance on diverse cultural experiences, reshaping the narrative around indigenous 

cultures, and their enduring voices. Drawing upon the interplay between imperial languages 

and local expressions, postcolonial African poetry reflects a dynamic amalgamation that 

underlines the complexities of post-independence realities. Its emergence predates its formal 

conceptualization, originating from the reflective expressions of the colonized grappling with 

the tensions and complexities of their realities. 

A closer examination reveals that postcolonial literature transcends a mere chronology 

of independent literary endeavors. It's a canvas of diverse narratives, capturing the essence of 

cultural reawakening, socio-political challenges, and a fervent quest for self-definition. This 

theory seeks to decentralize historical discourse, advocating for a narrative that amplifies the 

native culture's inherent worth and societal significance. African poetry serves as a poignant 

expression of resistance against colonialism, reflecting the complex post-colonial landscape 

and emphasizing the struggle for cultural autonomy and identity. It operates as a testament to 

the quest for post-coloniality, confronting binary oppositions prevalent in political equations, 

such as the first world and third world, colonizer and colonized, white and black. 
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Stephen Slemon aptly characterizes post-colonial literature as a form of cultural 

criticism and intervention that disidentifies societies from dominant cultural codes. Within the 

African poetic realm, this form of literary expression aims to unravel the colonial legacy, 

grappling with the past and present socio-political dilemmas while shedding light on the 

pivotal issue of colonial simulation. The rich diversity of languages and dialects in Africa, 

influenced by colonization and slavery, has left an indelible mark on its poetry. Western 

cultural impact resonates not only in poetry but also in various art forms like songs, dirges, 

folktales, and elegies. African literature draws inspiration from political, historical, and 

indigenous cultural developments, often addressing themes of pro and anti-slavery sentiments. 

The Negritude Movement, spearheaded by figures like Leopold Sedar Senghor, significantly 

contributed to the evolution of African poetry. This movement advocated for a celebration of 

African identity while vehemently protesting white dominance and exploitation. Themes 

prevalent in African poetry include the clash between tradition and modernity, individualism 

versus community, socialism versus capitalism, and the struggle for development and self-

reliance. Moreover, the poetry echoes social concerns like corruption, women's rights, the role 

of women, and the importance of cultural, gender, and generational differences. Notably, 

African poets like David Diop Mandessi emphasized the call for revolution and the 

reclamation of African identity. In his work, Your Presence, he vividly portrays the 

rediscovery of African identity and the painful legacy of colonial oppression. Additionally, 

African-American writing has contributed to feminist discourse, challenging gender binaries 

and highlighting the subjugation of women under imperialism. However, alongside these 

representations of oppression, African poetry also celebrates feminism and women's 

empowerment, showcasing their resilience and successful lives. 

In essence, African poetry stands as a testament to the celebration of freedom from 

colonial suppression, the reclamation of identity, and the resilience of African cultures amid a 

changing world. It remains a vibrant and diverse expression of resistance, identity, and the 

multifaceted struggles faced by African societies in their journey towards self-discovery and 

autonomy. Beyond the overarching themes prevalent in postcolonial African poetry, the works 

penned by African women poets and writers spotlight an unwavering self-assurance and 

confidence at the heart of their narratives. These expressions authentically convey a passion 

for life, unabashedly embracing the human body as a medium of self-expression. They 

vehemently challenge preconceived notions of Black people being uncultured or marginalized, 

asserting their equality and status on par with their White counterparts. Their verses 

reverberate with a celebration of the body, reframing it not as something obscene but as a 

powerful means of self-expression and pride. African women writers vividly portray their 

communities' joys while underscoring the importance of authenticity and taking pride in being 

Black. This elevation of self-confidence becomes a cornerstone of their literary voice, echoing 

the resilience and strength of Black identity. 

Moreover, postcolonial African poetry delves into the harrowing realities of racial 

discrimination and mental anguish perpetrated by White individuals against Black 

communities. Poetic renditions offer a raw portrayal of the discrimination endured by Black 

individuals, urging for a reckoning with these injustices. For instance, African American poet 

Leroi Jones (Amiri Baraka) in his didactic and ironic poem, Ka Ba, exposes the perspective of 
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White people witnessing the actions of Black individuals, albeit through a biased lens tainted 

with prejudice. Simultaneously, there emerges a surge of Black consciousness known as the 

'Black Consciousness Movement.' This movement reshapes perceptions, rejecting the shame 

associated with being labeled 'colored' by White individuals. Instead, it accentuates the 

constancy and authenticity of Black identity across various phases of life, unlike the perceived 

adaptability of other races. 

In essence, the diverse voices within postcolonial African poetry reflect a spectrum of 

experiences. While acknowledging the historical anguish and exploitation endured during 

colonial rule, these poems also embody a fervent awakening of self-awareness, national 

identity, and pride in African culture. They foster new metaphors, weaving narratives that 

encapsulate the divergence of cultures and instill hope and self-recognition, celebrating the 

unique physical attributes and beauty of the Black race. 
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